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PRACLARVM 


THE FEDERAL JOURNAL OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


No. 75—2 APRIL, 1975 


ROLLS-ROYCE MOTORS INTRODUCE THE CAMARGUE 


The Rolls-Royce Camargue, a new two-door 
saloon with coachwork by Mulliner Park Ward 
is an addition to the present Silver Shadow and 
Corniche range and has been developed over a 
five-year period. The monocoque body shell is 
completely new although the basic platform is 
identical to that used for the Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow and Corniche. Styled by Pininfarina, it 
complies with all current and anticipated inter- 
national safety standards. The Camargue is 2cm 
lower than a Corniche and 9cm wider, the rear 


seat width is 21.6cm greater than the Corniche 
saloon and luggage capacity is increased by 0.8 
cu m. 

Technically, the Camargue shares the mec- 
hanical units of the Corniche. The principal 
changes have been to the engine — a lower com- 
pression ratio enables the car to operate on 
reduced lead content fuels, a Solex four-choke 
carburettor replaces the twin SU installation in 
all markets except the United States and Japan, 
the Lucas Opus electronic ignition system is 


QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRACLARVM 


(Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble 


introduced for the first time on a Rolls-Royce, 
and a twin exhaust system is specified for all 
markets except the U.S.A. and Japan. Cars des- 
tined for America use a single system incorpor- 
ating a catalytic converter. Cars for the Japanese 
market will have a single system similar to the 
Silver Shadow. 

A major innovation is an automatic air con- 
ditioning system. Designed and developed by 
Rolls-Royce Motors, it is the first and only such 
system to offer completely independent temper- 


ature control at two levels and is thought to be 
the most advanced of its type currently available. 
Once the driver has set the desired temperatures 
for the upper and lower parts of the interior, 
the air conditioning system will maintain them 
automatically and window misting is virtually 
eliminated. 

Trim is in pleated Nuela hide, the seats are 
adjusted electrically, and there are electric 
controls for seat squab release, the centralised 
door and boot locking system and the door 
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windows. A gauge shows outside ambient tem- 
perature, and comprehensive warning systems in- 
cluding an ice warning, automatic speed control 
with switches incorporated in the gear selector 
lever, a stereo radio and quadraphonic tape play- 
ing equipment as part of the standard specificat- 
ion. 

The fascia is flush and uses impact absorbing 
aluminium panels veneered with walnut. The doors 
have anti-intrusion beams as an integral part of 
the structure and a collapsible steering column 
is specified. 

COACHWORK 

In October, 1969, Pininfarina was commis- 
sioned to design a car which could be produced 
by Mulliner Park Ward based on the standard 
mechanical units and base platform of the Silver 
Shadow. The car was to be a two-door saloon. 
The first prototype was built during 1971/72 and 
was on the road in July 1972. 

The Camargue is the first Rolls-Royce to be 
designed on a metric basis and is the first model 
that has an inclined grill (4 degrees forward). 

All Camargues are being fitted with a new 
stainless steel bumper with rubber inserts. Cars 
for the United States will have these bumpers 
mounted on Menasco energy absorbing units 
which enable impacts at speeds up to 8 km/hr. 
to be sustained without damage. This increases 
the overall length of the car by 7 cm. Cars for 
other markets have the bumpers mounted in their 
retracted position. 

For rear seat passengers there is a second 
door opening latch lever at the rear of the arm- 
rest on the front door and an electrically operated 
front seat squab release. Rear quarter lights are 
fixed. The front seats have head restraints which 
can be adjusted by a knurled knob. Another knob 
gives fine adjustment of the squab rake. 

The body shell, particularly in the wheel 
arch areas, has been designed for future develop- 
ments in tyre technology. 

Interior stowage space includes a fascia glove 
box, a knee roll map box, a lockable compartment 
between the front seats which contains the boot 
unlock button and document pockets in each front 
door and in the back of each front seat. 

SAFETY 

Testing to show compliance with current U.S. 
safety legislation was carried out with just one 
prototype body in the following sequence: 

(a) side intrusion test — fully satisfactory. The 
doors have anti-intrusion beams as standard 
for all markets. 

(b) door repaired before roof crash test — 1.27 
em deflection under 2313 kg load. 

(c) roof dent knocked out to prepare for 48 km/h 

barrier crash test — all requirements met 

in this test. 

damaged front end removed and body shell 

used to demonstrate integrity of seat and 

seat belt anchorages for all world markets. 

Exterior safety features include flush door 

handles, side markers, a spring loaded mascot 

and cornering lights which automatically illumin- 
ate when direction indicators are operated with 
the headlamps on. 


(d) 
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AUTOMATIC AIR CONDITIONING 

A major technical innovation on the Rolls- 
Royce Camargue is a fully automatic air con- 
ditioning system which is the first and only such 
system to offer completely independent tempera- 
ture control at upper and lower levels. 

Air conditioning was first offered on Rolls- 
Royce cars in October, 1956 and became part of 
the standard specification for all models in 
November, 1969. Although the three basic controls 
for the system fitted to the Shadow and Corniche 
are simple, Rolls-Royce acknowledge that some 
familiarity with them is necessary if the instal- 
lation’s considerable capabilities are to be ex- 
ploited to the full. Occasional adjustment is also 
required to maintain steady temperatures. The 
new system improves upon the existing installa- 
tion in both respects. 

The latest unit comprises an electronic sens- 
ing and control system applied to the proved 
heating ard refrigeration units of the Silver 
Shadow and Corniche. 

It passes air into the car at two levels. The 
upper system feeds the windscreen demister 
outlets and three fascia outlets — two circular 
ones for the front seat passenger and a central 
rectangular one which sends air between the 
front seats to the rear seat passengers. The lower 
system delivers air to the lower outlets in the 
front and rear compartments of the car, Two 
fans, one on either side of the scuttle, boost the 
flow through both upper and lower systems. 
Within the car there are three controls for the 
system, the function switch, the temperature 
selector for upper air system and the temperature 
selector for the lower air system. 

The unit operates on information received 
from the driver’s controls and thermistor sensors 
inside and outside the car. 

The upper system has three sensors — one 
outside beneath the right-hand wrap-round of the 
rear bumper, measuring ambient temperatures, 
one on the interior cantrail measuring upper 
temperatures, and one on the top of the dash 
board measuring the effect of solar heat radiated 
into the car. 


The lower system has its own external sensor 
mounted on the same board as the upper system’s 
and a second one under the dashboard measuring 
lower saloon temperatures. Sensor information is 
processed electronically and used to determine 
the position of flaps which blend hot and cold 
air to regulate temperatures. 

The electric rear window demister ig switched 
in automatically whenever the air conditioning 
system is heating the car and air is being directed 
to the screen outlets. There is no separate manual 
control. The system uses O0deg.C as its datum 
and all air entering the car from outside is firstly 
cooled to this temperature before being re-heated 
or cooled further as demanded by the sensors. 
Thus incoming air is largely dehumidified before 
it is passed into the saloon and interior misting 
of the windows is very unlikely. Stale air extrac- 
tion is through a rear parcel shelf outlet into the 
luggage boot and from there to the atmosphere. 


The complete system is prevented from oper- 
ing until the engine is running to ease the load 
on the battery. This is achieved by an oil pressure 
operated switch which completes the air condition- 
system operating circuit. During a short stop 
after a period of driving, the air left in the various 
ducts is warm enough to become very humid and 
there is a risk of windscreen misting when the 
system is re-started. A thirteen-second delay is 
applied to the fan motors under these conditions 
to give the air in the ducts time to freeze and 
thus dry before being directed to the screen. While 
the engine is warming up, flaps feeding the lower 
system are closed to prevent cold air affecting 
occupants’ feet and the fans will not operate until 
coolant reaches 44deg.C unless defrosting or 
cooling. 


35 


long-standing having been recorded in cave paint- 
ings dating to 30,000 years ago. The Camarguais 
with people from neighbouring regions enjoy 
over 1,000 bull-fights a year. These appear to be 
a form of unarmed combat between the bull and 
his human opponents. Each beast’s head is de- 
corated with a rosette tied between the horns 
and it is the ‘‘razeteurs” job to extract the rosette 
to win. Such fights on occasions take place in 
public streets with everyone and everything in- 
volved. 

The remaining principal geographical feature 
of the Camargue is its largest lagoon, the Vac- 
cares. This is a zoological and botanical reserve 
accommodating some 300 species of birds includ- 
ing one of the largest flamingo colonies in the 
world. 


A flush facia with recessed switches, to minimise injuries, 
is built up with veneers on impact absorbing aluminium 
sheet. 


Those members buying the new model will 
undoubtedly be fully informed on the origin of 
the name. For the less fortunate however, the 
following may be of interest. 

Situated in the delta of the Rhone, the Ile de 
la Camargue amounting to some 75,000 hectares 
has been described as one of the strangest, most 
solitary and most original regions of France. 
Saintes Maries de la Mer, a village on the Mediter- 
ranean of 2,300 people is the accepted metropolitan 
centre of an otherwise desolate area. Composed 
mainly of ranches or manades the Camargue is 
bounded on the East and West by the Petit Rhone 
and Grand Rhone, the river dividing in the north 
at the old Roman town of Arles. Over half the 
area has been reclaimed from the many lagoons 
and converted to grassland for raising cattle, 
sheep and small white horses. Other produce in- 
cludes wine, wheat, rice and raw salt. 

The mystique of the area appears to be 
generated by the character of the people, the 
Camarguais, whose heritage probably dates back 
to the Caesars. By tenacious observance of tradi- 
tion and isolation from the central government 
of Paris the people have managed to enjoy a 
freedom and pride that is unknown in ‘more ad- 
vanced countries.” The principle passion of the 
Camarguais is bull fighting, which unlike their 
Spanish sports-fellows’ events, is bloodless. The 
Mediterranean peoples’ fascination for bulls is 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Contributions are invited dealing with Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley products or associated material. 
Photos should be black and white gloss prints. 
All references to cars should include the chassis 
numbers. Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published, no responsibility can be 
accepted for errors. 


FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


It is indeed gratifying to report to you 
that our Club is not only achieving Australia 
wide co-operation but also enjoys an equal status 
with the International Clubs of the Marque. 
Further, the co-operation the Company is show- 
ing towards us does I think herald the beginning 
of a new era. In these domestically and inter- 
nationally troubled times each and every one of 
us will appreciate the Company’s moves in our 
direction. 

Tom Clarke attended the International 
meeting between Rolls-Royce Motors Limited and 
the International Rolls-Royce Owners’ Clubs at 
the beginning of February. Tom will no doubt 
separately report to you. The significant factor 
was that for what I believed to be the first time 
in the history of the Company it supplied to each 
Club pre-press release information on the Car- 
mague. Elsewhere in this issue you can read in 
detail about the Company’s great new product. 
It is certainly interesting to see the Company 
adopting a policy now which in essence was it’s 
original policy. 

The Company will soon hand over all archives 
to the English Rolls-Royce Enthusiastiasts’ Club 
which will hold those archives in trust for Rolls- 
Royce Motors Limited and the other international 
Clubs including our own. They will be well housed 
and assessed and exploited by competent people. 
I believe that our own Tom Clarke will spearhead 
the team. 

In the December, 1974 edition of Praeclarvm 
I foreshadowed the production of aluminium 
Phantom 1 cylinder heads and I can now report 
to you that these are available ex the U.S.A. at 
$US. 3,500 each. The Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club is also producing aluminium cylinder heads 
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for 25/30’s and the costs in pounds sterling 500. 
The cost is certainly formidable but is of little 
consequence if it mears getting a car back on 
the road. 

Praeclarvm has been well received by the 
overseas Clubs. Lieutenant Colonel Eric Barass of 
the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club dropped me a 
note the other day regarding Val Stock’s Silver 
Ghost 1826E. Eric says that the car was originally 
made for Claude Johnson who named it ‘The 
Mystery” and had a name plate so inscribed 
mounted on the dash. The chassis card states 
“car to be a duplicate of the London-Edinburgh 
trials car.” By chance Eric met a Mrs. Hartcup 
the widow of one of the former owners of the 
car who has provided an interesting history. 

Appleyard Rippon Limited reported on an 
improving spares situation, computer controlled 
spares and the possibility of setting up an agency 
in Australia. They are completing a five-year 
review of spares needs and say that some pre- 
viously out of the question spares may now be 
re-manufactured. They do ask for vastly superior 
information when requesting spares. 

Possibly in 1977 a pageant and rally will be 
held in the United Kingdom to celebrate Rolls’ 
Centenary. We must get on with our restorations 
so that we can compete in the 1978 F.I.V.A. Inter- 
national Vintage and Veteran Rally which is 
being held in Australia. 

Speaking of rallys please do not forget that 
this is the last edition of Praeclarvm prior to the 
Federal Rally in June. The publication of the 
next issue of Praeclarvm will be a little late so 
that it will cover the Federal Rally. I do look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 


MALCOLM JOHNS 
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Notes from the Branches 


QUEENSLAND 


MONTVILLE RUN: 

Mary Cairncross Park at Maleny was the 
venue for the February Picnic Run. 

Starting early from Chermside were Greg 
and Sue Dunstan in the 20 H.P., Doug and Judy 
Gray in the S.I., Wal and Kerry Moorhouse in the 
Mk. V1, and Fred and Wanda Haughtey in an 
unmentionable. 

The first stop was the Rustic Cabin, near the. 
Caloundra turn off, for Devonshire Tea, to be 
joined there by Ted and Nan Pollard (Mk. V1), 
Barry and Fay Sparks (R type) and the Buderim 
contingent, Arnold and Marie Robert (20 H.P.) 
and Brad and Phyl Page (R type). 

After a trouble free run up the range we 
paused at Montville, lifted a few engine bonnets 
and compared temperature gauges, with much tut- 
tutting and sucking of teeth. 

On being joined by Frank and Gloria Carozzi 
(Silver Wraith), we proceeded along the top of 
the range, through some of the Park and a 
breathtaking view of the Glasshouse Mountains. 

After getting our breaths back, Greg and 
Sue produced a huge Bar-B-Q with gas bottle, 
hidden somewhere in the entrails of the dickey- 
seated 20 H.P. and all milled around with Eskys, 
wicker baskets ard crockpots full of goodies and 
fell to. 

Down at North Star, where Harvey hails from 
he has at last reduced the Phantom I, he pur- 
chased from Brad, to a chassis which, in Brad’s 
opinion anyway, was the nicest thing ever to 
happen to its Martin & King body. The light teur- 
ing body being built on it now should really give 
the old girl some get up and go after Barry’s re- 
building the engine to about 8 litres. 


Arnold Robert with GZK 21 recently rebodied. The occasion 
was the marriage of the other lovely lady in the picture, 
the former Mrs. Marie Rosse, to Arnold. 


Arnold’s 20 H.P. was the star attraction as 
most members present had not viewed the car 
in her new guise. The body manufactured in 
England is a scaled down model of a sporty P.1. 


This is the car that won the Speed Week 
Concours d’Elegance. at Surfers Paradise last 
year (and rightly so too). It was seen recently 
on ABC Television programme “Torque.” 

After a good chinwag and a peer at Ted’s 
new exhaust system on his Bentley, we all went 
our several ways with the Buderimites finishing 
the day at the De Lisle Gallery on the way home. 

BRAD PAGL. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
PERSONALITY GEORGE SEVENOAKS 


George Sevenoaks has probably personally 
sold more second hand Rolls-Royces than anyone 
in the world. Just how many he does not know, 
but during a recent Commemorative Run to Palm 
Beach, north of Sydney, George took a special 
interest in the participants. Of the 42 cars taking 
part, he had sold 37, some having passed through 
his nands on five different occasions. 

Currently he is serving his third term as 
President of the RROC (N.S.W.) branch. a chair 
he has occupied for a total of six years since 
becoming a founder member in 1956. He is also 
an honorary life member. 

With his wife Jean, George has attended all 
but six branch meetings since 1956. With such 
enthusiasm, it is hardly surprising that he is also 
Australia’s representative for the U.S. based 
Rolls-Royce Owners Club Inc. 

Born in 1908, George recalls his very first 
car ride, back in 1913. In those days he and other 
youngsters used to watch a big white tourer glide 
through the railway gates near his home at Ryde, 
near Sydney. The owner, a Mr Duval, noticed the 
children and one day stopped and offered them a 
ride. The car was a 1909 Silver Ghost. The incident 
made a deep impression on George, he even 
remembers the registration number, N.S.W. 4, 
chassis number 992. Many years later that re- 
markable man Bert Ward told him that the car 
known as White Australia, was chosen to lead the 
procession marking the first laying of asphalt on 
Parramatta Road. 

George acquired his own Silver Ghost in 1938, 
in unusual circumstances. The Ford dealer at 
Crows Nest (Frank Delandro) had advertised a 
dilapidated 1929 Packard 8 for Sale at £15. 
Exercising that well known arm _ twisting 
technique George closed the deal at £12.10.0. He 
then restored and registered the car. No sooner 
was it back on the road than a 1920 Silver Ghost 
(34 FW) was advertised in William Street for 
£75. They talked George into a level swap for the 
Packard. 

In those days Bert Ward and his partner 
(Alf Appleby, father of Don), were the only RR 
agents in N.S.W. George went to see them and 
said he was thinking of trading in Rolls-Royce 
cars, as he had been immensely impressed by the 

orkmanship in his Ghost. Rather than resent 
tne new competition Bert went out of his way to 
help the newcomer to become established. 


George Sevenoaks certainly had the right 
background for the venture. After working in a 
motor garage at Ryde as a teenager, he had ex- 
perience in two other garages before taking a 
job as a chauffeur mechanic on a property near 
Quirindi. He stayed at this job for eight years, 
apart from a few months leave of absence for 
a private world trip. In 1936 he married Jean, 
left his job and bought the goodwill of a garage 
in Kensington, a Sydney suburb, for £210. By 
1988 he was ready to move to Crows Nest, where 
with his father-in-law as a silent partner, he 
formed a small company. A year later he started 
to trade exclusively in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
and never looked back. 

George kept his Ghost until after the second 
world war, when it went to a character in Goon- 
diwindi who promptly fitted it with a charcoal 
burner. Rolls-Royce cars sold at extremely low 
prices in those days. The buying public thought 
they were prohibitive to run because only special 
mechanics were “allowed” to open the bonnet. 
Some Ghosts were offered for petty cash. In fact 
George recalls buying a beautiful veteran Ghost 
with a Hooper touring body for £35. Unfortun- 
ately he did not have room to store it for long 
and eventually he sold it at no profit. The chassis 
was later restored by John Andrew. 

Prices started to rise after the war. George 
sold one Ghost to a character in Castle Hill who 
used it to pull a plough. The man had paid £100 
for it and two years later placed a classified 
advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald 
saying; ‘“delapidated Rolls for sale — £80.” 

Today George and Jean each have a Phantom 
1. Hers is a Californian Hardtop, and his is the 
the well known Pumpkin with a removable top. 
This car incidentally was acquired from well 
known Sydney character Francis James, who had 
traded it in on a Phantom 11. 

George and Jean also have a Bentley S2 which 
they used for everyday motoring. But for sheer 
driving pleasure George says he prefers a Silver 
Dawn or a Cloud I, then as an after thought admits 
that they are all good to drive. 

PEDR DAVIS. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


PERTH MOTOR SHOW 

The recent annual Perth Motor Show held 
on the Esplanade overlooking the River Swan 
was a magnificient open air spectacle of some 
hundreds of motor vehicles valued at more than a 
million dollars. The W.A. Branch exhibit provided 
the only variation from new cars with Peter 
Deacon’s 1927 20 H.P. Tourer, Harry Thompson’s 
1934 20/25 H.P. Coupe, Gilbert Ralph’s 1936 20/25 
H.P. Sport Saloon and Roger Fry’s 1987 25/30 
H.P. partially restored chassis being on display 
in a Marquee. A voluntary collection at the Rolls- 
Royce exhibit resulted in $100 being raised for 
the Lord Mayors Darwin Appeal. 


CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 
The South Perth Zoo was the venue for the 
W.A. Branch Concours d’Elegance judging on 
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Sunday 16th March. It was held in conjunction 
with the combined Car Clubs of W.A. Concours 
d’Elegance event which attracted nearly two 
hundred cars, It was a warm fine day and a very 
large crowd of spectators enjoyed the added at- 
traction offered by the ‘‘car-cranks.” 

The eighteen Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
which assembled for the judging represented one 
of the largest displays apart from the Veteran 
Car Club assembly of a variety of makes. Other 
Clubs represented were, Alfa Romeo , Austin 
Healey, Daimler, Fiat, Jaguar, M.G., Rover, Riley 
and Porsche. The event was arranged by the 
Riley Motor Car Club of W.A. who are to be con- 
gratulated for their initiative and _ splendid 
organisation. It is hoped that it will become an 
annual event. 

Each of the Clubs selected their best cars 
for entry into the various classes and an indepen- 
dent group of judges carefully inspected the 
finalist to determine the winners of the eleven 
classes. 

The Rolls-Royce Club were eligible to enter 
one car in each of four classes with the following 
results :- 
1919-1989—Open: 2nd, Peter Deacon, 1927 20 
H.P. Martin & King Tourer, GAJ.75. 
1931-1939—Open: Ist, Gilbert Ralph, 1936 20/25 
H.P. Mulliner Sports Saloon, GTK.20. 
1950-1959—Saloon: 4th, Brian Meegan, 1952 Silver 
Dawn, SFC.74. 
1960-1969—Saloon: 1st, Peter Deacon, 1964 Silver 
Cloud 111, SXC.317. 

The best car in the show went to Alfa Romeo 
and the best club presentation was won by the 
Daimler Club. 

Our own Club Concours d’Elegance results 
were:- 

Ist: Gilbert Ralph, 1926 20/25 H.P. as above. 
2nd: Peter Deacon, 1964 Silver Cloud III as above 
8rd: Gerald Cornelius, 1967 Rolls-Royce 2 door 
Hard Top. 

Harry Thompson, 1934 20/25 H.P. Martin 
and King 2 door Sports Saloon GLB.27. 


NEWS OF MEMBERS 

James O’Neale of 12/12 Hastings Street, 
Scarborough recently joined the Club. His off- 
white 1954 long boot Silver Dawn chassis No. 
SRH.385 is a welcome addition to the Branch. 

Gerald Cornelius who gained third place in 
the Concours with his 1968 Rolls-Royce two door 
hard top is also a new comer to the club. He lives 
at 8 Wattle Avenue, Dalkeith. 

Norm Cunningham has acquired an unmen- 
tionable American car (claimed to be the Rolls- 
Royce of the U.S. auto industry) but it has not 
been seen at a Club function for he still retains 
his Silver Cloud 11. 

Tom Clarke has sold his 1936 20/25 Limousine 
GXK.22 in England and most of his spare parts 
and is now enjoying an extended tour of the 
Continent. Members will be relieved to know that 
he has retained his outstanding collection of 
Rolls-Royce books and_ publications. 

GILBERT RALPH. 


4th: 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The Committee met in the Boardroom of 
United Motors Pty. Ltd., on the night of March 
10th and the calendar for 1975 was programmed. 
April 10th— 

A cabaret theatre performance of songs and 

music of Jacques Brel at the Adelaide Fes- 

tival Theatre. 
May 4th — 

One day event to Clare where a visit to the 

Bungaree homestead has been arranged in 

conjunction with the Clare branch of the 

National Trust. 

June 13th - 16th — 

Federal Rally — Albury. 
July 17th — 

Annual General Meeting — with dinner at 

the Arkaba Steak Cellar. 
August — 

During August a display of Rolls-Royce 

vehicles owned by Club members will be 

shown for a week in United Motors show- 
rooms in Adelaide. The Crippled Childrens 

Association will benefit from this function. 

Firm dates to be advised. 

September 21st — 

A picnic run to Collingrove — the Sporting 

Car Club’s hillclimb venue at Angaston — to 

view the hillclimb events of that day. 
November — 

A weekend run to Waikerie — members are 

asked to make their own accommodation 

arrangements with the Waikerie Hotel/Motel. 

Firm date to be advised. 

December — 

The Christmas ‘get together’ will again take 

place at Edward Godfrey’s residence, Stan- 

gate House. Final date to be advised. 
New Members — 

We are most pleased to welcome three new 

members to our Club: 
Alan Killmier — Bentley ‘R’ Series, Chassis No. 
to be advised. 
Errol Banks — Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn, SDB 140. 
Tom Stevenson — Bentley MK VI, B53 L.H. 
RAL RAINSFORD 


VICTORIA 


In the last contribution from Victoria I 
omitted mentioning the unexpected and very wel- 
come appearance, in this Garden State in the 
South, of Bill and Nor Fleming and their children 
in 47AU, their 1924 Ghost Tourer by Smith and 
Waddington, in which they drove down from 
Queensland. They arrived in the nick of time to 
swell the Ghostly ranks at our January outing 
to Macedon. Bill tells me he will be stationed 
down here for about twelve months. 

And, whilst on the subject of the February 
“Praeclarvm,” may I draw your attention once 
more to our annual cricket match in November 
(incidentally, I haven’t yet heard which side won) 
and to the batsman of the day, who has not 
travelling incognito, nor using a nom-de-guerre. 
I suspect a printer’s error (or my writing) but 
the lady in question was Janet Watkins not 
Larkins. 
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In Albert Park, one of Melbourne’s nearest 
suburbs, there is a shop which is similar in ap- 
pearance to most of its neighbours, but there the 
similarity stops. H. Leffler and Sons sell leather 
and a wonderful smell pervades the upstairs 
room where most of the hides are stored and can 
be laid out for inspection. All shapes, sizes and 
varieties are there, including a selection from 
Connolly Bros. (Curriers) Ltd. those hides are 
used in our R-Rs and Bs and for whom Lefflers 
are the local agents. 

At our monthly meeting in February, Mr. 
Richard Leffler treated us to a short, interesting 
and very amusing talk, which was followed by 
many questions from members. He showed us 
some hides, and samples of, and we left the 
meeting that evening a good deal wiser about 
the wavs of leather. 

February Outing 

This was to a property at Wallan East, 35 
miles almost due north of Melbourne. A pleasant 
day and an interesting one for us all. Alongside 
the homestead is the timber and brick (mostly 
the former) cottage orce lived in by Ned Kelly’s 
mother. I should explain for our readers abroad 
that Ned Kelly was one of Australia’s most in- 
famous characters — a bushranger (highway- 
man) — and for this and other activities, includ- 
ing murder, he was eventually hanged. 

Nearby is Victoria’s first cheese factory, of 
two storeys and very solidly built in bluestone. 
Some of the other outbuildings were also ob- 
viously very old, built as they were of hand-hewn 
timber felled on the property. 

Attendance was down somewhat, due to 
counter-attractions held on the same day by two 
other motor car clubs and some of our members 
have divided lovalties. However, we managed to 
field one Ghost, two Twenties, one PI, two Dawns, 
one SCIII, one Corniche, two SIs and an S82. 
March Outings 

A busy month for those who were determined 
to see it all. A Steam Rally, an Air Pageant, a 
Blind Irstitute Fete (some cf our car's were there), 
the 20th Annual Vintage Car Rally at Kalorama 
and our branch’s outing to Queenscliff. 

On Sunday, 16th March, we set off a little 
earlier than usual for the sixty miles trip to 
Queenscliff, which is just inside the entrance to 
Port Phillip Bay. On the way down we paused at 
Lara to inspect Val Stock’s stable which comprises 
a 1904 de Dion, a 1916 S.C.A.T. and four R-Rs, 

These are: 1230 of 1910 in chassis form only. 
142LG (1921), a saloon by Cheetham and Borwick. 
46AU of 1924, a very appealing two-seater by 
Fleetwood Body Corporation of New York which 
come from a Cadillac; ard which Val had _ to 
lengthen a little to fit the Ghost Chassis. 

And 1825E, which left the factory very early in 
1912. She was known as “Mystery” and has a 
London to Edinburgh chassis. The body by J. 
Holmes and Sons of Derby is a replica of the 
coachwork fitted to 1710E, the L to E Trials car 
of the previous year. 1826E was owned by Claude 
Johnson and driven by him until 1915, when she 
was sold to a Lieutenant Beardmore who shipped 
her to India. She was taken back to England again 
before she finally found her way out to Australia 
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and it was in the Victorian countryside that she 
was fourd by Val in 1959, somewhat the worst 
for wear: Having restored the chassis and engine 
he is now well on the way to completing the 
coachwork — most of which is in surprisingly 
good condition. 

The next stop was Greenscliffe where, after 
lunch, we were shown around the Fort which was 
constructed in the last century in a superbly 
commanding position on a promontory just inside 
the heads. It was built to repel “boarders” and 
was equipped with 6in. breech-loading guns to 
make certain they didn’t come uncomfortably 
close. The guns have since been removed, but 
their mountings are still there. 

Actually I think they were not fired in anger 
until 1914 when, it is said, the first shots of the 
Great War were fired from them to deter a 
German ship which was about to pass through 
the “rip” on her way out to sea. Presumably the 
advice from her owners that things were about 
to get nasty didn’t come quite soon enough. 

A few showers on the way down didn’t spoil 
the day and a large number of members, their 
families and friends attended in two Ghosts, one 
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Twenty, two Dawns, one Silver Wraith, one S.C.I, 
one Corniche, two Mark VIs, one ‘R’ Continental, 
two SIs, one 83 Continental and about a dozen 
other cars of different brews. 

The 1975 Kalorama Rally 

This is THE big day of the year for Vintage 
cars in Victoria and Sunday, 20th March marked 
the 20th Anniversary of its incepton. Over one 
hundred vintage cars were entrants for some of or 
all the five gymkhana events and I think I would 
be safe in saying that double that number were 
there as entrants and or spectators. 

Only seven vintage R-Rs were present but 
four Rolls and seven Bentleys helped to swell 
the crowd. One of these was Graham Miller’s 
3-litre Vanden Plas Tourer which took part in 
the events and many more club members took part 
in the events and many more vlub members came 
along in their “other” cars. 

The general public turned up in droves as 
usual, to watch the fun and games on the oval, 
which is in a delightful setting surrounded by 
trees in the Dandenong Ranges, about 25 miles 
east of Melbourne. 

PATRICK KANE-WHITE. 


NEW SOUTH WALES IN 1917 


Source: Motor in Australia. Automobile 

Guide. April, 1917. 

Registration No. and Owner and Address. 

. Samuel Hordern, ‘Babworth,’ Darling Point 

41. Samuel Hordern, ‘Babworth,’ Darling Point. 

. Anthony Hordern, ‘Retford Hall, Darling 
Point. 

. Edward Cox, 4 Bridge Street, Sydney. 

. Anthony Hordern, ‘Retford Hall,’ Darling 
Point. 

. Alfred Saunders, 815 George Street, Syd. 

. Philip Charley, Belmont Park, Richmond, 
N.S.W. 

. Charles P. Clubbe, Darlinghurst Road, Dar- 

linghurst. 

J. H. Kitchen, Concord Road, Concord. 

Langloh Johnston, Australian Club, Sydney 

Charles E. Waters, Macquarie Street, Syd. 

Eadith M. Walker, ‘Yarallah,’ Concord. 

Isabella Whitney, Coombing Park, Carcoar. 

Charles B. Alexander, Bulga. 

James T. Rainbow, Railway Parade Hotel, 

Kogarah. 

John Brown, 50 Wolfe Street, Newcastle. 

Mrs. F. A. Alexander, Hotel Australia, 

Sydney. 

Richard H. Mears, Boulevard, Strathfield. 

Sir H. L. Maitland, Macquarie Street, 

Sydney. 

Edmund Resch, ‘Swifts,’ Darling Point. 

Frank Tidswell, Wolseley Road, Pt. Piper. 

Marjorie Williamson, Macleay Street, Potts 

Point. 

Edward H. Maas, 

Point. 

Eadith C. Walker, ‘Yarallah,’ Concord. 

Leigh S. Falkiner, Wanganella Estate, 

Conargo. 

William J. Adams, Boulevard, Strathfield. 

Edmund Playfair, Botany Street, Waverley. 

Mrs. Ada Humphrey, Dalley Avenue, 

Vaucluse. 


300. 
333. 
555. 
631. 
1557. 
1608. 
2113. 


2158. 
2979. 


3296. 
4444, 


8294. 
9107. 
9460. 
9669. ‘Canonbury,’ Darling 
12131. 
16676. 


16992. 
17675. 
19017. 


IAN IRWIN. 


43 


BERT WARD REMEMBERS 


The following accounts were extracted from the N.S.W. Branch Bulletin “London and Derby,’ edited and are published 
for the interest of all members, 


POST W.W. 11 CARS 


A little history covering the World War II 
period and the 7 year lapse between the last car 
produced at the start of the war and the start 
of production in 1946, would be a good introduc- 
tion. 

The 1938-39 Wraith, the Phantom III 4} litre 
and Mark 5 Bentley were the last cars produced 
before the war. Appleby and Ward, who were 
then Rolls-Royce and Bentley retailers for N.S.W. 
and Queensland, started to get enquiries for the 
purchase of new cars as the war was ending. Late 
in 1989 we received a new Rolls-Royce Wraith 
chassis, and as the war had started, the Govern- 
ment stated that no new cars or chassis could be 
sold unless released by them. It was not until 
1944 that we could sell this chassis, and the 
Australian retail price then, including sales tax, 
was £1650. 


We contacted Rolls-Royce Ltd. early in 1945, 
and as a result received a new 4} litre Bentley; 
an “improved Wraith’ turned out to be a Silver 
Wraith. The new version of the Phantom III was 
not produced till years later as the Phantom IV 
with an inline 8 cylinder engine, the chassis being 
a larger version of the Silver Wraith Unit F. 


Any car purchased overseas, was not fitted 
with the necessary modifications to make the car 
suitable for our conditions. In the past, many cars 
were purchased when people were visiting Eng- 
land. When they arrived back in Australia they 
found the front suspension was not suitable, and 
when told what it would cost to modify the car 
they would nearly die. 


On the “D’ Series MVI Bentley, a 8$” de- 
flection front spring was fitted, yet the spring 
required for Australia, was a 7” deflection item. 
This spring was fitted to all cars delivered in 
Australia until made standard for Australia and 
South Africa. 


On the early MVI Bentleys, we had overheat- 
ing problems with the cooling system of the 
engine. The trouble was found to be the radiator 
shutters, and a small capacity radiator. A 54m.m. 
size radiator was fitted, and the shutters were 
opened so that more air could flow through the 
core. To do this it was necessary to drill out one 
rivet on the brackets of each shutter, and open 
these out to the full limit, redrill and rivet. This 
came out as standard on chassis B320CF and 18 
shutters in place of 20 shutters were fitted as 
standard from chassis B168DZ. A high speed fan 
pulley was fitted to help cooling, and was a stan- 
dard modification for Australia. A few chassis 
with reduced speed fan pulleys did arrive in 
Sydney on the early 44 litre cars. How they got 
past the inspection on the cars ordered for Aus- 
tralia, Rolls-Royce could not say, so they flew 


out the necessary kits, as I would not deliver a 
ear unless all the modifications required for Aus- 
tralia were made. 


The early MVI Bentley and Silver Wraith 
cars were fitted with a very small, weak bumper 
bar front and rear, which was of no use is Aus- 
tralia. Eventually, a stronger export type bumper 
bar and over-riders was produced as a standard 
fitting to all cars imported into Australia, al- 
though the early type bars were still fitted to 
cars delivered in England. 


A small generator was originally fitted, but 
the output from this unit was not sufficient to 
keep the battery fully charged. A 5” generator 
with a greater output was fitted as standard on 
chassis B426CF onwards. However, the smaller 
generator would keep charging even if not suf- 
ficiently whereas the 5” generator was not re- 
liable. The trouble was found to be faulty brushes, 
and a special, wax impregnated brush was pro- 
duced and fitted to ali 5” generators, and the 
trouble was cured. 


Side brackets fitted to bulkhead. These were _ initially 

removed on early ears by direction of the factory as it 

was thought that engine noise was transmitted through 

the fitting. The Silver Dawn above had the bracket omitted 
in vroduciion. 


We had tappet noise, which adjustment would 
not cure. This was caused by the tappets or cam 
followers, mainly the inlet, in that the face which 
operated on the camshaft became badly pitted. 


A parkerised cam follower was produced, and 
Rolls-Royce supplied these in various diameters 
and we replaced all the old type with the parkeris- 
ed tappet. Some of the early MVI Bentley cars 
the engine would stop, but after a short time 
would start again. In fact, the owner would 
phone the service station, and by the time we 
would arrive at the car, one would check the 
electric pumps, ignition, etce., the engine would 
start. However, one day the owner of chassis 
B136CF was stuck outside his office in Sydney, 
and being close by I was contacted and thus got 
there quickly. 1 started at the petrol tank and 
as soon as I released the cap and found that the 
tank was under vacuum, I knew that the breather 
pipe was not operating. What was happening was 
the end of the breather pipe under the car was 
in an exposed position and the opening would 
become sealed with mud. After advising Rolls- 
Royce Ltd., they brought out a modification on 
chassis B475CD which extended the breather pipe 
to the off-side, and the open end was extended 
into the inside of the box section of the chassis. 


Starting with chassis B2DA, a low lift cam- 
shaft was fitted. This was the camshaft fitted 
to the Silver Dawn and Silver Wraith. Prior to 
B2DA, all Bentley MVI’s were fitted with a high- 
lift camshaft and the performance of these cars 
was far better than those fitted with a lowlift 
camshaft. Power and accelleration was vastly 
different, as seen by the road tests of the low 
and highlift camshaft engines. Tests taken in 
1947 on a highlift cam engine were O to 50 m.p.h., 
11.0 seconds; O to 80 m.p.h., 30.9 seconds; — 
lowlift cam engine test, O to 50 mph, 13.9 
second; 0 to 80 m.p.h., 40.8 seconds. 


Typical cracking of bulkhead due to absence of side brackets. 


When an engine was overhauled and a new 
camshaft was required, only the lowlift item was 
available. I would say that by now all the early 
highlift camshaft engines have had lowlift shafts 
fitted. Later, Rolls-Royce brought out what they 
called a ‘rationalized camshaft,’ which was a low- 
lift type, but produced so that it could be used 
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on their 6 cylinder ‘B’ range or commercial en- 
gines, all MVI Bentley R type, Bentley, Silver 
Dawn and Silver Wraith engines except the Silver 
Wraith with the 4.9 litre engine fitted. 

There was trouble experienced with the gear 
box change speed lever and selector shaft. In hot 
conditions, the change speed lever could only be 
moved between 4th and third gear. After cooling 
down, it would again operate normally. When 
dismantled the trouble was found to be caused 
through one spring on the selector shaft being 
omitted. This caused the sliding ball race to slide 
to one side and stick. When an extra spring was 
fitted, the ball race was kept central, and could 
not seize. I cannot say when Rolls-Royce fitted 


the two springs as standard, but it was very 
embarrassing to many owners who had to stop 
in traffic and then find they could not engage 
first gear. 


Rolls-Royce in their instruction book advised 
that SAE 20 oil should be used in the engine and 
gear box, which was not suitable for Australia 
and we soon changed this to a SAE 30 oil. Still 
this oil was not suitable, as trouble was experien- 
ced with first gear so Rolls-Royce advised that 
a Hypoid 90 oil should be used in all mechanical 
gear boxes to help eliminate first gear damage. 

Trouble was experienced, with the thrust 
washer on the third motion shaft. This was too 
light, and after a period would break. A thicker 
thrust washer was produced, and to fit it, it was 
necessary to machine the gear and shaft, there- 
fore this was not fitted as a modification, but was 
fitted as standard on production chassis. 


One very bad fault on the early cars was the 
rubber support, or one piece rear brake Equ-lever. 
This fitting supported the brake equalizer control 
tube which in turn was anchored by a pin on the 
centre cross member passed under the rear axle 
tube offside. and held in position by this rubber 
support. On the end was the equalizer, with one 
brake rod coming from the servo and one going 
to each brake drum. 


In the conditions these cars were used in 
Australia, this support would sometimes not last 
1000 miles, as the hole at the top of the support 
would stretch and break, leaving the equalizer 
dangling loose under the axle. When I took the 
first MVI car to be registered in Sydney, the 
Transport department inspector was not at all 
satisfied, but let it pass on till we did something 
to modify the fitting. 


I had to deliver a Silver Dawn, SBA82, to the 
owner in Brisbane, and this unit failed on the 
way up. I had taken two spares with me, so I 
changed on en-route and again before delivering 
the car. We made up a modified type in Sydney 
which was still flexible enough to do the job, but 
tolls-Royce brought out a modified type bracket, 
and a quantity of these were air-freighted out 
and fitted. These were standard on chassis B381GT 
onwards until the end of production. 

Back to modifications, one modification which 
was more or less only necessary in Australia was 
the steering column bracket. This bracket on 


ears in N.S.W. had a habit of cracking around 
the steering column bolts, causing a rattle, and 
an annoying creak. In Sydney we reinforced this 
bracket, and any car that came into the service 
station was checked and a modified bracket was 
fitted. We had reinforced brackets made up so 
that this change-over could be carried out with- 
out delay. South Africa also had this trouble, and 
they copied our modification. 


In 1949, due to various troubles with the 
production cars, there were so many modifications 
to be carried out that Rolls-Royce Ltd. decided 
to despatch a number of R-R specialists all over 
the world. Each man had a certain territory to 
cover, and all the modification material was sent 
to a central depot where a R-R distributor was 
appointed. 


Sydney was the central depot for the area 
covering Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Japan, Hong Kong. The mechanic sent to Sydney 
was a Mr. A. V. Derby. He had a list of all cars, 
owners and chassis numbers, and each owner was 
advised that their car would be called in for 
work to be carried out. Besides the material, all 
special tools that might be necessary were also 
sent to the central depot. 


The modifications required were as follows: 

All core plugs in the cylinder block/head were 
aluminium, corroded easily and had to be replaced 
with bronze plugs. This necessitated the removal 
of the water pump. Modified core plugs were 
fitted as standard on chassis B2DA onwards, yet 
on some type models were fitted with aluminium 
core plugs to the cylinder head under the exhaust 
manifolds, and we had to replace these. Why? 
Trouble with aluminium core plugs was experien- 
ced on late Phantom I and early model Phantom 
II cars, and had to be rectified at great expense, 
and 18 years afterwards on the first production 
of Post World War 2 cars the same trouble was 
experienced. 


The rear axle drive shafts on early cars had 
a small ball race fitted to carry the full load of 
the axle which being semi floating compared un- 
favourably with the pre-war cars having a full 
floating type, all the weight of the car being 
taken on the axle tubes. When we first saw the 
small race on the axle shaft, which had to do all 
the work that the hub and races of the pre-war 
had done, we expected that we would have trouble. 
Not only would the race fail, but we also had 
trouble with them working on the shaft. This 
was a problem as these races were pressed into 
the axle shaft, with a spring plate, and steel 
collar. The latter was heated and pressed onto 
the shaft to hold the race in position. Rolls-Royce 
fitted a larger race, starting with the chassis No. 
B2CF. This was covered by the modification 
scheme, and new axle shafts, complete with the 
new races, housing bolts, etc., were required to 
replace all chassis fitted with the small race. The 
new axle shafts fitted with the larger races were 
of sufficient size to carry the load required. The 
races fitted to the axle shafts in the improved 
scheme had the collar pressed onto the shaft 
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cold, and we had no trouble with the ball race 
working loose on the axle shaft. When a new 
race was fitted, it was only necessary machine 
off the collar, remove the race, replace, and press 
in a new collar. 

A rear shock absorber linkage modification 
was made standard on chassis B200 DA onwards, 
involving the fitting of new, silent rubber bushes 
and linkage. The original fitting, was very crude 
for a car of its class. 


The colonial spring. Note packing washers between the 
spring and control arm. 


Another modification carried out during this 
scheme was the fitting of solid striker plates to 
all doors. This became standard on chassis 
B206CF. Before this, the ones fitted were a sping- 
loaded diecast striker plate which had a _ bad 
habit of breaking, and in some cases would break 
when the door was in a closed position. It was 
then a major job to open the door without damag- 
ing it. However, the new type striker plates were 
made of bronze. 

One modification which came into force on 
chassis B40LJ, just before the 43 litre was pro- 
duced, was the fitting of steel oil caps in the 
crankshaft oil ducts. Previously these plugs were 
made of aluminium, which corroded, causing leaks 
and loss of oil pressure. It was interesting to 
note, however, that although these alinium oil 
caps did corrode, all cars produced before the 
second World War had them fitteed, even to the 
old Silver Ghost, which never corroded. Is it the 
additives in the present-day oils now produced? 


THE NEW CARS 

Bentley MVI chassis B208AK was the first 
Post-war car to arrive in Sydney and was sold 
to Mr. O. Lodge, of Tumut. Silver Wraith chassis 
No. WTA82 was not sold on arrival, we did use 
this car for demonstrations. The second Bentley 
to arrive in Sydney, B201AJ, was purchased by 
Sir Cecil Hoskins and B3848BH was purchased by 
his brother, Mr. Sid. Hoskins. B201AJ started 


the necessary modifications to these cars to suit 
the conditions in N.S.W. and Queensland, and 
afterwards throughout Australia. 

Before the 1939 war, all Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars were serviced in accordance with the 
instruction book. The 20/25 and 3} litre Bentley 
instruction books advise oil changes and servicing 
at 2000 miles, and the 25/30 and 4} litre Bentley 
at 2,500 miles. The Wraith they advised at 5000 
miles, the engine of which was fitted with a 
British Oil Filter Bypass System, which most of 
us know was also fitted to the Post-world War 2 
chassis, and proved most unsatisfactory. 

The post-war instruction book was very un- 
satisfactory for the purchasers. In the case of 
B201AJ, this car was well used, and as the late 
Sir Cecil Hoskins was the head of the Australian 
Jon and Steel Pty. Ltd, at Port Kembla, the car 
was serviced at their garage which followed the 
instructions in the instruction book. However, 


every week they would come to Sydney, and call 
to see me at the Service Station. 


The front leaf spring shackle. 


The first complaint we received from Sir 
Cecil was that the front suspension was too weak 
and severe crashing occured, even on the smallest 
pothole. The ground clearance caused damage to 
the engire sump. Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motors 
were contacted in regard to the front suspension 
and a “colonial type” coil spring, which was much 
stronger, was produced, together with a stronger 
spring fitted to the bump valve of the front dam- 
pers. When these became available we fitted all 
parts to all cars. Rolls-Royce supplied packing 
washers to fit to the main coil springs, so that 
the correct standing height could be obtained. 
We always set the car to the maximum standing 
height. When we fitted the new springs to the 
bump valves of the damper, we refilled them with 
SAE 380 oil in place of SAE 20. This did rectify 
the crashing of the front suspension. Henceforth 
we always stipulated on our order forms to Rolls- 
Royce Ltd. that all Rolls-Royce and Bentley chas- 
sis to be supplied to N.S.W. and Queensland must 
have colonial suspension fitted on production. This 
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was later made standard for all cars supplied to 
Australia. 

To rectify damage to the engine sump, we 
designed a steel shield which was lined with felt 
and protected the bottom and front of the 
aluminium sump. This shield was held in position 
by four lugs and fastened to the engine sump 
bolts. Rolls-Royce agreed to us making this 
modification, and paid for the shield and fitting, 
for any new cars that would be used in conditions 
where damage could occur. 


CHASSIS FRAME, ENGINE AND DASHBOARD 
SUSPENSION 

These cars had the first rivetted chassis 
frame to be produced as most of us know, except 
for the rear cross member on the Silver Ghost 
and Phantom I, all chassis were assembled with 
tapered bolts and nuts. The first trouble we had 
with the post-war chassis was the rivets holding 
the front cross member and pan to the chassis 
side members worked loose. It was necessary to 
drill out the rivets and fit 7/16” bolts and nuts. 
Later, we had to weld all these parts together. 
The next trouble was the front engine brackets 
breaking. We fabricated a much stronger bracket, 
cut out the rivets and fitted them to the front 
pan with tapered bolts and nuts, and also welded 
them. On the later chassis a much stronger engine 
bracket was fitted. 


A front engine mount. Note welding (arrowed). The upper 
spring seat to the left has been strengthened. 


A severe rattle in the region of the dash- 
board was found to be caused by a bracket, which 
had a silent rubber bush fitted, holding the dash 
to the chassis frame. It was made with a rolled 
eye to contain the bush and would break. This 
was welded into a solid eye and machined to hold 
the silent rubber bush. At the same time we 
welded the lower ‘U’ bracket to the chassis. Rolls- 
Royee later produced a new bracket with a solid 
eye. Then the dashboard in the two lower corners 
would crack, and it: was necessary to fit steel 
plates to both sides of the dashboard. 


On the front suspension, the caps which cover 
the coiled oil supply line for the lower lower needle 
bearings and king pins were made of aluminium. 
With our conditions and stones, this cover was 
soon mashed and the oil pipe would fracture. We 
made up steel covers which proved very satis- 
factory, and we fitted them to all cars used in 
country areas. 


The relatively fragile oil pipe covers on the front 
suspension. 


An early owner of a Silver Dawn, who lived 
in Cunnamulla, Queensland, took delivery of his 
Dawn, and asked me if 1 would be prepared to 
travel to Cunnamulla to service his car. He was 
prepared to pay all expenses. I agreed, so when 
the time came, I took a plane to Cunnamulla 
where he met me and asked me to drive the car 
into town, which was approximately six miles, 
so that I could test the car before servicing. 1 
drove, at a speed high enough for the road con- 


The silentbloc bush holders for the dashbeard brackets. 
The left one is unmodified. 


ditions. He insisted that we travel at a higher 
speed as we still had another 40 miles to travel 
after leaving Cunnamulla town. I had been to 
Talwood, which is 80 miles west of Goondiwindi, 
in a Bentley, and I had an idea of the conditions, 
but these were good to the road we had to travel 
over after leaving Cunnamulla. This road was a 
part of the Bourke Road, then the Bollan Road, 
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travelling east towards Brisbane. The gravel on 
this shocking road made quite a noise hitting the 
lower part of the car. When I did inspect under- 
neath, it was as though it had been sandblasted. 
After the gravel we struck the bulldust, and this 
was up to 1 ft, deep in places. We left the road 
and travelled for a few miles through paddocks, 
and at last we arrived at the homestead. 


Next day I started to service the car. I had 
it jacked up with the front wheels off and was 
checking around, when I placed my arm on the 
steering tie rods they just fell off the outer ball 
pin. With the bulldust conditions and the oil 
lubricating the ball pin, the bronze pad had worn 
paper-thin. How it stayed there during the trip 
from the airport I will never know. 1 was checking 
the chassis rivets around the shock dampers, and 
found that the chassis frame was all cracked. 
Next I checked the rear of the chassis and noticed 
that the rear spring front supporting brackets, 
which are bolted to the chassis frame, were loose. 
Some of the bolts were missing, and on those left, 
the nuts were half worn through, due to the 
flying gravel. On these brackets the nuts were 
on the outside, so I reversed the bolts so that 
the nuts were on the inside of the chassis. The 
‘U’ bolts holding the springs to the rear axle, and 
the castlelated nuts were in the same condition 
as the spring bracket nuts and had to be replaced. 
Afterwards we had a shield fabricated to protect 
these nuts and one to protect the rear end of the 
shock dampers. 

Once we got this car to Sydney, I contacted 
J.J. Turnbull, of St. Peters, who are chassis repair 
specialists. The chassis was stripped of the neces- 
sary components and it was decided to re-design 
the portion of chassis frame where the cracks had 
occurred, in the region of damper anchorage. This 
was a box section. The front cross-member and 
pan were all welded together, and it was then 
necessary to re-drill the chassis for the damper 
holding bolts so that the correct camber of the 
front wheels was brought back to standard setting. 
With the distortion that took place with the 
cracking of the frame, the steering geometry was 
far from the correct setting, and there was no 
adjustment that could be made for the wheel 
camber. After modification, however, the chassis 
was so much stronger that, except for wear on the 
top or lower yoke bearings, the camber setting 
was always correct. When this modification was 
carried out, the chassis frame sides between the 
damper and bashboard had a kickout to the body 
width. And we found that it was a weak section 
if a front impact was sustained, so we welded a 
stiffening plate to both sides. We made a sketch 
of the modifications for Rolls-Royce Ltd. 

At a later date Rolls-Royce Ltd. produced a 
set of blueprints covering the modifications we 
had carried out in N.S.W. and advised us that 
these were the modifications that should be car- 
ried out in the case of chassis cracking! On the 
late 1953 ‘R’ Type, and till the end of production 
in 1955, all chassis frames were welded and the 
modifications which we pioneered were incor- 
porated. 
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The new DY series Rolls-Royce. The Camargue, Mulliner Park Ward Coachwork styled by Pininfarina. 
The four degrees forward lean of the grill blends into the bonnet sweep. 
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